Isfahan: "Half the World"
line of regular arcaded fagades broken by the Ali Kapu and by the monumental gateways leading to the mosque and the bazaar. Formerly there was a walled-in canal all the way round, some sixteen feet from the buildings, this intervening space being filled with pleasantly shady plane-trees. The canal has been choked up for a long time now and of the plane-trees standing today very Tew can have survived since the building of the square.
The north side of the Meidan contains the high gateway leading to the bazaar and has galleries over its arcades. The gateway is called Kaisarieh, from the name of the tailors' bazaar behind it. Its vault is decorated with the painting of a battle scene, of which, unfortunately, very little remains. The galleries are used as Negar eh Chane, or musicians' galleries. At certain times of the day and even at night during festivals and rejoicings, Persian and Turkish orchestras of trumpets accompanied by enormous drums can be heard playing here. The eastern side of the square is dominated by the gateway and the magnificent ceramic dome of the Sheik Luft Ullah mosque. The western side contains the monumental doorway leading to the coppersmiths' bazaar and also the Ali Kapu ("High Gate"). In the middle of the south side stands the entrance to the Great Mosque whose brightly-coloured domes and minarets rise high into the sky.
In the centre of the esplanade there once stood a one-hundred-and-thirty-foot-high mast. This has now disappeared. Two wide marble columns over eight feet apart at each end of the square were once used for polo. These are still standing. The Meidan was also the market-place and was crowded with small traders, dealers and jugglers who mingled with the passers-by and the caravaneers who had stopped in the town. In the evening the square was the haunt of mountebanks, puppet-players, dice-players, fortune-tellers and tale-tellers. This motley crowd was cleared from the square on solemn feast-days and for big receptions.
The bazaars of Isfahan are still today the loveliest and the most characteristic in Iran. The bazaar at Tehran is probably better stocked with merchandise, but it cannot equal any in *                   123ared to defend his country
